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literati awed by Johnson.     [A.D. 1708.
Soon afterwards, he supped at the Crown, and Anchor tavern, in the Strand, with a company whom I collected to meet him. They were Dr. Percy, now Bishop of Dromore, Dr. Douglas, now Bishop of Salisbury, Mr. Langton, Dr. Robertson the Historian1, Dr. Hugh Blair, and Mr. Thomas Davies, who wished much to be introduced to these eminent Scotch literati; but on the present occasion he had very little opportunity of hearing them talk, for with an excess of prudence, for which Johnson afterwards found fault with them, they hardly opened their lips, and that only to say something which they were certain would not expose them to the sword of Goliath ; such was their anxiety for their fame when in the presence of Johnson*. He was this evening in remarkable vigour of mind, and eager, to exert himself in conversation, which he did with great readiness and fluency; but I am soriy to find that I have preserved but a small part of what passed.
He allowed high praise to Thomson as a poet 3 ; but when one of the company said he was also a very good man, our moralist contested this with great warmth, accusing him of gross sensuality and licentiousness of manners. I was very much afraid that in writing Thomson's Life, Dr. Johnson would have treated his private character with a stern severity, but I was agreeably disappointed ; and I may claim a little merit in it, from my having been at pains to send him authentick accounts of the affectionate and generous conduct of that poet to his sisters, one of whom, the wife of Mr. Thomson, schoolmaster at Lanark, I knew, and was presented by her with three of his letters, one of which Dr. Johnson has inserted in his Life4'.
1 Boswell, writing to Temple on May 14 of this year, says:— 'Dr. Robertson is come up laden with his Charles V — three large quartos; he has been offered three thousand guineas for it.' Letters of Boswell, p. 152.
a In like manner the professors at Aberdeen and Glasgow seemed afraid to speak in his presence. See Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 23, and Oct. 29, 1773. See alsojztar/, April 29, 1778.
3 See ante, July 28, 1763.
* Johnson, in inserting this letter, says {Works, viii. 374) : — 'I corn-
HeNinr years before this letter was written 'lie; had bmi u Nailcir on buuni ,t frigate (ante, i. 403), so that lie was aumewluit old ten- u boy.
